
The Editor-Author Team 
S TI~E SOCIETY HAS GROWN, its Journa l  has kept pace, reflecting not only the expanding interests of 

the members  bu t  also the steadily increasing scope of fa ts  and oils research. In  the early years  the 
journal  was p r imar i ly  a t rade publication for use in the Uni ted  States. Today a single issue may  

contain papers  on such diverse topics as a method for determining fa t  stability, the nutr i t ive  value of 
meal, the spectra of f a t t y  acids, and the mechanism of polymerization. Now the readers are not only in 
indust ry  bu t  also in government  and univers i ty  laboratories throughout  the world. 

With  this change in the character  of the Journa l  and the diversification of 
its r eaders '  interests have come increased responsibilities for  the editor and 
his staff. Although the author,  in a hu r ry  to repor t  his findings, may be ex- 
cused for occasionally forget t ing readers half-a-world away, the editor must  
always remember.  Poorly writ ten,  repetit ive, inaccurate, and misleading 
papers  are damaging to the reputat ions of both author and Journal ,  and an 
inexcusable waste of t ime for  the readers. 

A manuscr ip t  is first read critically by  at least one reviewer who is a 
specialist in the par t icular  field under  consideration. He a t tempts  to answer 
the question : is this paper  a contr ibution to knowledge, is the approach logical, 
were the experimental  procedures adequate, are the data clearly presented, 
and are the conclusions justified? In  brief,  is this investigation a real con- 
t r ibut ion to the l i terature on fats  and oils ? Occasionally a worthwhile repor t  
appears  to be outside the scope of the Journal ,  and the author  is encouraged 
to submit  the manuscr ip t  to another publication. Regre t tab ly  some manu- 
scripts must  be rejected. 

The manuscr ip t  is then edited. Edi tor ia l  policies are flexible; there are 
Dorothy M. Rathmann few strict  rules. The aim is to achieve max imum readabi l i ty  and conciseness 

with minimum alteration in the au thor ' s  text. Today, when the technical 
l i terature is so voluminous, readers  are likely to skim through papers,  perhaps  reading only the titles 
and conclusions. Even  a per t inent  article may be laid aside to be read " l a t e r "  if it seems unnecessarily 
difficult or too long. Both reader and author  lose thereby. The editor is the go-between who strives to 
prevent  such loss. Under  ideal circumstances his questions, comments, and suggestions aid an author  
in removing possible barr iers  to effective communication with the readers. 

O NE COMMON BARRIER is the au thor ' s  unders tandable  desire to present  all of his experimental  data  
and to discuss ail possible conclusions. Impar t i a l i ty  and objectivi ty are r ight ly  the marks  of a sci- 

entist but  can be overdone. Certainly not all bits of evidence garnered during a research program have 
a direct bear ing on the conclusions discussed in a single paper.  Thus the tables and figures are among 
the first items in a manuscr ip t  to be scrutinized. Suggestions are made for deletion of i rrelevant  and 
repeti t ious data so that  the significant findings m a y  be considered more easily. 

I n  the text  rambl ing  sentences and repetitious phrases are pointed out. Numerous examples could 
be given, but  a single br ief  one must  suffice: the phrase  " i n  view of the fact  t h a t "  is a space-waster, 
which f requent ly  may  be replaced by  the single word " b e c a u s e "  or " s i n c e . "  

Although brevi ty  and conciseness are highly desirable, they can, like all virtues, be carried to ex- 
treme. Incomplete  descriptions of experimental  methods, l abora tory  jargon, unfami l ia r  abbreviations,  
cliches, sketchy discussions, and incomplete l i terature  reviews may  add up to a short  manuscript .  I t  is. 
also pract ical ly useless. In  these instances the editor requests fu r the r  information.  

F ina l ly  the edited manuscr ip t  and questions are re turned to the author  who makes the desired re- 
visions. At  this stage papers  f rom outside the United States may  be handled in a special fashion since 
the editor may  offer to have portions or all of the manuscr ip t  rewri t ten before re turn ing  it to the author  
for  final revision. In  all cases however the author is responsible for  the accuracy of da ta  and conclusions, 
and the editor retains the privilege of adapt ing  the pape r  to the s tandards  of the Journal .  

Authors  f requent ly  say tha t  they submit  papers  to this Journa l  because of the fr iendly,  cooperative 
editorial att i tude. May this continue to be so ! 
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